AS CAPITAL DONS
INAUGURAL GARB
Avenue Alive With Thou-

sands of Visitors.

COURT OF HONOR Am

Lights Blaze Forth Through
Evening Mist as City
Prepares.

FINAL DETAILS ARE ARRANGED

President Takes Oath at Noon Today.
Ceremony Will Be Repeated

Tomorrow.

The vanguard of the inaugural throng
arrived in Washington yesterday, and
fudging from estimates made last night,
which placed the arrivals at 40,000, it will

be the biggest inaugural in the history
of this country.
Every train arriving at Unlon Station

Federal Reserve Board Note-
Issue ‘Power Totals
$1,000,000,000.

to be warned'separately.

gations must be sac-
rificed Lo commercial ones In the opera-

G

SIGNS ORY BILL

- L] .
Wilson's Signature Puts Pro-
hibition in Effect Nov. 1.

Presidegt Wilson, shortly before mid-
night last night, put his signature to the
Sheppard prohibition bill which legislates
the District into the “dry"’ column after
November 1, 1917

Up to the last moment Representative
Gallivan and other leaders for the '“wets™
hoped and believed that the chief execu-
tive would not sign the saloonless Capi-
tal bill,

Great pressure was brought to bear.
upon the President yesterday by influen-
tial Democratic leaders to veto the meas-
ure or let it die automatically at noon to-
day without his signature.

The President's stand was that Con-
gress has absolute jurisdiction over Dis-
trict legislation, and gmince it has ex-

Is bearing its hundreds from all parts
of this country. Excursion trains are
pouring in thelr passengers and other|
specials, which are pulling in every few f
minutes, are unloading civic and military
organizations.

Last night the city was arrayed inl
real holiday attire, The ca\lrt uf hnmr

and broad Pennsylvania
agleam with lights. (‘mwd.l wero aurg-.
ing up and down, with a plenntull

sprinkling of uniformed men, the crlesl
of souvenior sellers, and other festive ac
companiments.

HBands Enliven Crowds,

Scores of bands, escorting Incoming
delegations, enHvened the crowds which
flocked inlo the streets to view the
marchers. Numerous conceris also were
ziven In variosas hotel lobbles, where the
delegations registered.

The lishting effects of the decorations
were tried oul last night. * The avenie
wus a stream of light. Many searchlights
played thair rayvs through the: misty
nizhis

The fiood-lizht «Tect, tried this inauguo-

tiun on the Capitol for the first time,
attracted much attenion as the big white
building stood out against the dark and
skie=  Fighty-four big lights are
to ilhiminate the dome. The flood-
fMect i= also used in the court of

1t was made last night that
nt lson will take the oath of
this moun al 12 o'clock in his room
“spitol. and also take it agaln to-
noon In connection with the

. at
wan ceremonie=, This double oath
(18] Liken in order o guard "against
techniealities which might arise be-
Miarch 4 falls on Sunday,

simplicity to Predominate,

simplicity will mark the in-
:u.lf.\ This cermony, how-
nothing In impressive dig-
aordinary lack of display.
President will be

tourt of the United States
wig of the Cabinet. No In-
been issued for this cere-

1 lose
exty
vt 2bout

oath of office will be administered
f Justice Edward Douglas White.

The
v ¢ "hie

Iresident Wilkon will repeat after the
venerable  jurist the solemn obligation
which the oath conveys, at the end of|
which he will presa his lips upon the|
age=s of the little Bible, which is his
personal possession.

The President will motor to the Capitol

ecarly in the day. His presence will bel
necessary in view of the expiration of the
present Congress and also to meet the

flood of bills and resolutions which wlll
hiz signature before they can be-
come law, }
Then when the oath !s taken he will)
motor back to the White House and rest
up far the formal ceremonies tomorrow,
the great parude. the delivery of t_hei

require

inaugural address. the repetition of the
oath before the multitudes assembled in
the Capitol plaza and the formal Induc-
tion of Vice President Marshall, which

will precede the outdoor ceremony.
Carriage Arrangements,

Arrangements wers made yesterday to
have the three carriages which are to
carry the Viee President, the members
of the joint Congressional commiteee for
the inaufuration. the chairman of the
inaugural committeg, and the nides to
the President, report at the F street en-
trance of the New Willard Hotel, where
Viee President Marshall resides, at 10:50
n'clock tomorrow morning.

The membera of Congreas, the [nau-
zural chairman, and military and naval
pides will serve as an escort for the Vice |
President when he leaves the hotel to
take his seat in the first of the three
carriages.

The others then will take their seats,
and with only a small police escort, the
three carriages will go to the White
fouse. The military escorts will accom-
pany the'carriage of the President and

the other three when the start for the
Capitol i= made, which will be about
11:30.

Arriving at the Capitol, the taking of
the oath_af office will begin the cere-
monlies there at 12 o'clock tomorrow noon,

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO,

SUPER “SUBS” FOR TEUTONS.

Amsterdam, March 3.—Supersubmarines,
each 350 feet long, and carrying a crew
of thirty-two men, are belng turned out
at the Vuolcan dock yards, In Hamburg,
as rapidly as possible, a German soldier,
formerly a clerk in the doek yard, told
the Telegraef.

The soldier left Hamburg in February
and escaped into Holland. When he de-
parted, eight of the monster U-boats
were on the docks and gangs of 120 mén
were working day and night on each
boat. The new submarines are armed
like small cruisers and will carry twenty
torpedoes.

Balilmore = Ohip Service to Pl
{'lenland and Chicage; through trains
mn. ave night. Con-

nin
lult N‘ ave, 619 Pa.

and Dhson Bta

pressed itself so overwhelmingly he could

| not defeat its voice by a velo.

The Sheppard law permits personal con-
sumption of liquor und does not carry
with it the “bone dry” laws. Under the

Sheppard “measure liquor can be shipped
| into the District
other nearby States.

BRITISH BLOCKED

Berlin Reports Allied Failure
in Ancre Region.

{By the Internationnl News Serviee.)

Berlin (via Sayville), March 3.—De-
scribing the last few days’ fighting on
the Ancre the official Overseas News
Agency says:

On the Ancre forefield, combats con-
tinued. The German outposts repulsed
hostile reconnoitering detachments and
compelled the British to engage strong
bodies, which suffered heavy losses in
artillery and rifle fire.

Thesa small German rear guards again

blocked the British advance by a tena-
cious and dextrous resistance, using each
covering in the terrain and again sally-
ing forth in surprise attacks fram craters
and trench rempants.
The tamaclous defense  forced the Brit-
ish to move ahead their batterles, but the
German heavy artillery was ready, Thus
a PEritish baltery, attempting to fix it-
self near the Butte De Warlencourt, on
February 2, was shot to pleces In a short
time. .

Pitifully small booty was captured by
the British, which is proof of the classic
fashion in which the Germans had pre-
pared and carried out the evacuation of
certain positions.

The British did not even capture samall
mine throwers or machine guns and the
number of prisoners taken by them was
less than 5 men. The German rear-
guards, on the other hand, succeeded in
capturing seven machine guns and 218
prisoners from a numerically superior
enemy.

The foretield of the new German posi-
tion is still dominated by the Germans.
Likewise the British “nests’” near Sallly-
Saillisel—the only result of their last
greal attacks—have been cleared,

CONGRESSMEN INJURED
IN CRASH OF AUTOS

Flood and Rngsda]e Victims of Early
Moring Collision.

Representative Henry D. Flood, of Vir-
ginia, chairman of the Foreign Relatinns
Committee of Lhe House, was injured
shortly before 2 o'clock this morninz,
when the automobile of Representative
P. Willard Ragsdale, of South Carolina,
in which he was returning to his home
from the Capitol, collided with a taxi-
cub, belonging to the Stag Hotel,

Representative Flovod was cut on the
right ear and on“the neck, and was
covered with biood, although not ser:-
ously hurt. Representative Ragsdale was
badly shaken up. Henry Randall, of
1727 New Jersey avenue northwest, chauf-
feur of the taxicab, had several teeih
knocked out.

The accldent occurred at the corner of
Eleventh and E streets northwest, Rep-
resentative Ragsdale was driving his ma-
ehinme north along Eleventh street. The
taxieab, with five passengers, some of
whom weréd women, was proceeding west
along E street. According to Randall,
the taxieab slacked to give the Repre-
sentative's car right of way. At the same
time / Mr. Ragsdale slackened his ma-
chine, and Ransdall started up agaln,
hoping to cross in front of the other
car. The Ragsdale machine struck the
taxicab squarely in the center, virtually
demolishing it The windshield of Rep-
resentative Ragedale's car was shattered,

The pecupants of the taxicab, unin-
jured, deserted the machine following the
accident. '

TWO VESSELS COLLIDE
. OFF VIRGINIA CAPES
One of Damaged Ships Proceeding To-
ward Norfolk Harbor.

Norfolk, Va., -

from Maryland u.nd]

S tlon of the twelve Federal Reserve
Banks, according to a policy announcel
vestgrday by the Federal Reserve Board.
The Board declared that banks should
‘Irot Invest heavily In obligations of tha
nation, of states, cities and counties
in times when there is a brisk demand
for Federal Reserve funds by ordinary
business, The Board referred-specifically
to the purchase of warrants by Federal
Reserve Banks. These short-time obliga-
tions, fissued principally by cities and
states, should not be invested in, the
Board says, If the funds so used are
needed in discount and rediscount op-
crations arising from priute business.
The policy was in

ticn with a general statement, outlining
banking ronditions in the present period
jof stralned interpationa] relations, The
|II:kmrd pointed out that there have been
ﬂmncla.l flurries in some cities becausc
of the withdrawal by l’orel%:‘ of thei:

i

bank deposita. In this co ion, the
Board said that the potential note-issu-
ing power of Federal Reserve Banks now
amounts to §1,000,000,000, and that, there-
fore, there |s no need to fear financial
panic or stress as the result of at-
Illch on banks or chaos in the com-
mercial money market.

Plenty of Curreney,

Emergency currency now avallable for
any crisis that may develop, is double
the amount which has been avallable at
any previous time in the nation’s bank-
Iing history, according to the board.

The Federal Reserve Board also took
official cognizance of what Is believed to
be England's efforts to%keep the United
States flooded with gold, presumaply to
be used as a basis for future heavy bor-
rowlng |n this country. The board does
not rofer specifically to Great Britain,
but States that there is evidenced on the
part of small European countries, par-
ticularly Spain and Sweden, a distinct at-
tempt to discourage importations of gold
from this country, despite the fact that
there are heavy balances of trade in fa-
vor of the United States.

Despite the trade balance, present for-
eign exchange rates with these countries
are unfavorable to the United States, and
while the Board has been appealed to
to remedy this situation, it admits that
it does not now see its way clear to work
any altergtion. The same situation pre-
vails, the board states, as to SBouth Amer-
ica. It is generally known that England
has practically forbidden South American
countriea to accept gold from the U
Btates.

Rig Gold Gaim.

13 and February 16 last the United 8
gained $43.135,000 in gold, and that the net
gold gain for the United States during the

pendency of the European war has
amounted to the colossal total of
$961,172,000.

So far as general business conditions
in the United States during the last month
ara concerned, the board says that re-
porta from the twelve Federal Reserve
districts show that the car shortage, lack
of fuel and the hampering effect of em-
bargoes on general traffic have been de-
terring elements, which, although harass-
ing, have heen mufficlent to make the
period anything bot an active and pros-
perous one. Labor is reported scarce
with good wages prevalling. The business/
outlook Is declared to be fundamentally
sound, but some hesitancy over the l'or-
eign situation is reported. However,
generally favorable outlook is conceded. !
Although a lack of moisture is reported
from the Middle West, crop conditions:
and outlook are declared for the most
part to be faverable,

U. 5. REPORTED READY
~ T0 AID CUBAN FORCES,

Ammn E.nvoy Said to Have Offered
Government Aid to Quell Revolt.

(By the Intermational News Serviece.)

Havana, March 3—It was reported to-
night that the American minister had of-
fered the Monocal government to land
United States troops In Oriente province
to ald the Cuban army In suppressing the
revolution. President Mario Menocal was
sald to have declined with thanks, ex-
pressing the belief that allen ald was un-
necessary,

Seven carloads of Springfield rifles, with
ammunition, arrived today from Key
West. This consignment of arms is ex-
pected to ald materially In the campalign
against the rebels in the Interior of the
Island. Indications tonight were that
Santiago. the port held by the rebels,
zoon would fell. A Royal Mail steamship
was prevented today from landing at San-
tlago by a Cuban gunboat, lying off the
harbor. The president informed the Brit-
ish minister here that vessels only might
enter at open ports,

Herman Upmann, a prominent German
banker of the capital, took occasion to-
day to deny a report that he had aided
the rebels led by Gen. Jose Miguel Gomes,
erstwhile Cuban president. He made
strong denial that he had assisted them
in any way.

“BONE-DRY” BILL GOES
* _INTO EFFECT JULY 1

The Jones-Reed 'bone dry'' rider on
the postoffice appropriation bill, signed
by President Wilson, will not go into
effect until July 1, 1917, according to se-|Pr°
tion taken by the Senate last night, when.

N MONEY PANE

The board says that between Jlnﬁ\h clvil, m .my i, or

6.0.P. AIM IMNG
T0 BLOCK GREAT
“MONEY” BILLS

ﬁepublicans Seek Control of
Supply Measures by Forc-
ing Extra¥Session. !

PRESIDENT IS ADAMANT!

No Session of Sixty-Fifth Congress Be-
fore May, Is Edict of White -

After ptl re-
port on the maval bill, which includes
the §150,000,000 bond lssue, the House
adjourned at 12:50 o'clock this morn-
ing with an agreement to meet at 10
o’clock tedny. )

That Republican Senators were de-
termined to block the enactment of lhe
big army, sundry, civil and general de-
ficlency bills appropriating more than half [
a billion dollars for routine sovornment'
and preparedness expenses, became u)-
parent late last night.

Representative Fitzgerald, Churmln of
the House Appropriations Committee,
presented to the House a resolution mak-
ing $3,000,000 mvailable for the construc-
tion of the Aleskan Railroad. He urged
immediate action on the measure, declar- |
ing that he had Information that the pro-
vislon for the Alaskan road In the sundry
civil bill would not pass at this session.
This measure, with the army and gen-

eral deficlency bills, are the bills through
which the Senate Republican group de-
manding an extra sesslon, hope to force
a call for an immediate meeting of the
new Bixty-fifth Congress,

**The Information comea to me,” said
Representative Fitzgerald, to the House,
“that the Senate cannot pass the sun-

the general
deficiency bill at this m‘ We have
hopés that tl!e Benizte: might approve a
separate bill for this Alaskan rnlh-nadl
fund."

No Action in Sight,

When thls measurs was presented, the
Benate was still dragging along with de-
bate on the armed neutrality bill, with
no action on the routine supply bills in
sight.

There will be no Immedlate extra ses-
slon of the Bixty-fifth Congress.

This was the edict that went fortn
from the White House last night, despite
the obvious efforts being made in Con-
rress Lo kill Imperative supply legisla-
tlon in order to force the President t
ieall the new Congress togethér at once.
It was stated that even H important
alappropriation billy falled, the President
would delay calling an extra session un-
til the last possible moment. The funds
now avallable for the various govern-
ment departments run until July 1, and
an extra session called a short time be-
fore that date would have time to sup-
nly needed deficiencies. The last of Mav
o1 sometime during June wag fixed as
1he enrlien probable date for an extra

It was recomu:r-l that a grave clash
bétween the 'nited States and Germany

iright force the President to alter this
Irrrograrn A declaration of war by Ger-
inany following the arming of American
merchant ships would make it practicaliv
imperative that the President should have
Congress on hand., The destruction *
an armed American ship by a German
submurine might create a similar situ-
ation.

£1,000,000,000 Held Up,

Last night the Congress drew to a
close, nearly a billion dollars In appro-
priation bills was held wup In wvarious
stages of enactment. A group of Repub-
lican semators, anxlous for an extra ses-
sion, were apparently deterinined to de-
lay a large part of this lezislation, and
the bill authorizing the President to arm
ships was used as a vehicle of delay.
How far these senators would go In
holding up the supply bills was a mat-
ter than could not be determined unless
the eclock strikes twelve on the dying
gasp of the Congress at noon today,

In an effort to break the blocking pro-
cess in the senate, administration leaders
let it be known that no war move will
be made by the President after the ad-
journment of the present Congress, with-
out ealling CongZress in extra sesslon, Tt
was stated that the President would not
Involve the country in actual hostilities
without giving Congress an opportunity
to pass on the matter. The concession
had no effect on the blockade of legisla-
tion, however.

The joint resolution proposing an ap-
propriation of $3,000000 for the con-
tinuance of work on the Alaskan rail-
rond passed both House and Senate late
last night. This made It clear that
House and Senate leaders had abandoned
all hope of putting through the blz ap-

propriation bills now pending before the
Congress dies at noon today.

under a suspension of rule, it p the
clause by a vote of 238 to 56,
'rhcnavlnuonumhytheﬂum

of Representatives and

Atlanta, Ga., li;rch 3—After a confer-
Mmmmmmmmu
this afternoon it

and their

A

‘Do Your Bit. ]
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HIGH-LIGHTS OF THE DAY
IN INTERNATIONAL CRISIS

&
v

may continue through today.

armed ship bill.

up naval construction.

reserve officers into service.

filibuster.

measures fail.

in Congress.

The Senate fights the filibuster through an all-night session and

In desperation, Republicans and Democratic Senators issued a
manifesto, denouncing filibuster and showing a majority supports the

The House, shortly after midnight, adopts the conference report
on the naval bill, carrying the $150,000,000 bond issue for speeding

Extra session is made almost an absolute certainty by the Senate

President Wilson issues~an informal statement saying he will not
call an extra session of Congress before June I, if the general supply

The admission of Foreign Minister Zimmermann that the dispatch
relating to Mexican-Japanese “plot™

The War Department issues an order calling more than ZIM

was authentic has marked effect

|
|
&
L 4

NO PLOT PARLEY

Bepartment Will Not Discuss

*Justification™ for Move.

The United States will enter into no
controversy with Germany over the rev-
elation of a German effort to embroil
Mexico and Japan in an anti-American
pMance, The State Department made it
clear vesterday that it Is confident of the
authenticity of the Zimmermann-Eckhard}
letter which disclosed the plot. and that
it will not discuss any quesations of justi-
fication for the move, Secretary of State
Lansing declared thal conflrmation or

denial of the plot by Foreign Minister
Zimmermamm was “immaterial.”

Last night the de facto government of
Mexico entered A specific denlal that it
had any part in the proposed plot. R. P.
de Negrl, gharge de affaires of the Mexi-
can embassy here. in a statement, de-
clared he had reccived from Secretary of
Foreign Relations Aguilar, a telegram.
officinlly denving that the proposed anti-
American alliance had ever been consid-
2red by the Mexican government.

“Up to today,”" sald the telegram, “‘the
governmeni has not received from the
(ierman government any proposition of
alliance.”

Thi=s denial supplemented an unofMicial
denial by the charge de affaires himself,
which was made when the Zimmermann
letter was published. Tt was accepted at
It face value by administration officials,
who declared their conviction that the |
propoged plot had proven a total fallure
They asserted that the net result of the
fierman move would be the drawing clos-

er together of Mexico and the 1'nited |
States and Japan and the United States!
and the clearing up of many matters in
dispule between these nations. l

Washington officlals smiled broadly at
the chaige made by Foreign Minister |
Zimmermann that the United States hud!
planned a Pan-American alllance agains: |
Germany. It was recalled that the ('on-l-
ference of American republies which gave |
rise to the charge was called for com- |
mercial reasons only, and that the United |
States, at the time, made it clear that
under the Monroe doctrine Lhe relations
of Furopean nations to the American
continent would not even be considered.

U. 3. TROGPS TAUGHT
GERMANS A “LESSON”

British Officer Hints at Unpublished

Clash Between Forces in China.
By GEN. SIR O'MOORE CREAGH, V. C.

(Copyright, 1917, by the International News Service.) | terday, making pessimists of many.
American |
sallors. and soldlers have heen alongside

In my experience, whenever

| weather

|and more than

|zards ever known

INTRIGUE DEEPENS

Worst Not Yet Known About |

German Plot.

(By the Intermatiomal .\'Q’ra Serviee.)

Amsterdam, Mareh 3.—Germany's ad-
mission and defense of the attempted piot
with Mexico have come to rass. But
while on the face of it the situation ap-|

peary clarified by today's official out-
givings from Berlin, close observers here

refuse to consider the incident anywhere'

near closed. To them, in fact, the mys-
tery seems deepened rather than clear-
ed; deepened mot by what Dr,
mann or the officials say,
did not say.

The all overshadowing guestion tom;m

- What ig the full texi—the complete
parport of the Zimnmermann letter™

For not the slightest doubt existx in the'

minds of observers who read between,

rathér than in the lines, and who are in-|

terested In what takes place behind the
scenes rather than actually on the stage
of world politics, that so far only part
and probably the least sensational of the
Zimmermann letter is known.

To these, careful perusal of the Ger-
man forcign recretary’s statement today
gave the impression that he i= merely
“feeling his way'—being quite at sea as
to how much Is known in Washington:
whether the full letter ¢ in the hands of
the United States government or whether
by some mysterious act on the part of
someone., an act which he roundiy epi-
tomized as “‘treachery on American ter-
ritory.” merely obtained part of the let- |
ter’s contents and transmitted it te the
Washington government

FAIR AND BIT GOLDER

FOR INAUGURAL DAY

Weather leard Predicts Ideal Meteo-
rological Conditions Tomorrow.

The weather is to be fair and some-
what colder tomorrow. according to a
special forecast made at midnight last
night.

Therefore Jov should reign  supreme
among Washington's 368.0W cilizens and

its augmented population of several hun-
dred thousand more over inauzuration.
But sometimes there Iz & joker in the
hill, even as in legislative af-
fairs, Eight years ago, when President
Taft was inducted into office, the weather
man eald that it would be a fair dav,
ten inches of snow was
driven !n here in one of the fiercest bliz-
to this city,
Gloom was cast over Washington ves-
An
the snow turned into a heavy rain later
in the evening, few could believe that to-|

Britieh tars or tommies, they have frater-| morrow will be a clear day

nized most cordially.

In China the American officera heart-|
iy detested the bullying and rude man-
ners of the Germans, whose attitude to-
ward the inoffensive and belpless Chincse
simply made their blood beil.

At the beginning, the German oﬂlwrﬂ
behaved most insolently to American sen-
tries, refusing, for instance, immediately|
to obey their drders. I must not =ay;
what happened, excepting that the Ger-
mans had a rude awakening and decided,
that it would pay them to mend their
manners,

Should the American army have tol
meet an organized. emeray in the fleld.
their losses, as was the case with us in|
the first eighteen months of the war, will, |
at first, be heavy, because of the deficient
training. The natural Inteliigence of the|
American soldier reduces the extent of
this disadvantage, but no nation that re-
fuses to train for war in peace time can
expect to avoid paying the price of such
neglect.

Legless, Cuts Throat
In His Rooming House

John Mitchell, 47 years old, legless, cut
his throat with a razor in his room on the
second floor rear of 366 Pennsylvania ave-
nue, at about 1 o'clock this morning.

He was rushed to, ty Hospital,
wher he was reported in a critical condi-
tiop at an early hour this morning. Phy-
sicians did not enterfain any hope for his

thmguﬂnotMu‘-:

2 special arrange-

Yet every person is living in high hopes,

as the forecast assures that the Inx lem- |

ent weather will come to ap epnd todav
and that by tonight it will be clear and
colder, which condition is to prevail to-
| morrow.

Am HEAD DISMISSED,

Amsterdam, March 2.—Gen. von Heet-
sondorf has been dismissed as chief of
the Austrain general staff by Emperor
Carl, acrording to Vienra dispatches re-
ceived here. Gen, Frelherr von Strassen-
berg has been appointed to succeed him.
the dispatch says.

INAUGURAL SERMON
' BY CAPITAL PASTOR

Rev. James Shera Montgomery,
D. D, pastor of Calvary Meth-
odist E piscopal

Church and for-

merly pastor of
Metropolitan

Methodist Eplsco-

pay Church, by

ment, has written
for The Washing-
ton Herald an in-
augural sermon,
dealing with the
induction of the

seriousnesg o
i tbh lnt-mt;-unl
i This

found on Page &

Zimmer- |
but what they|

SENATE BATTI.ES
VAINLY TO PASS
‘WAR’ MEASURE

Pacifist Element Blocks Bill
Authorizing Wilson to

ArmSths
STONELEADERINFIGM

Former Wl'ute Houu Spokesman
| Holds Floor for Hours in
Filibuster.

f With but twelve hours of life re-
| maining, the Sixty-fourth Congrc s
! last mght fought vigorously in 2 vain
|effort to vest President Wilson with
| full and complete powers to meet the
i German crisis.

At midmight administration leaders
had practically abandoned hope of
sccuring action in the Senate on the
tadministration armed neutrality bill,
and other imperative legislation be-
fore Congress.

In the House, with the way to final
adjournment clear, resolutions to save
absolutely neccessary appropriations
were rushed through in the hope that

they might possibly run the Scnate
blockade.
The Senate fight to prevent enactment

of the armed neutrailty bill reached a
! erisis shortly aftﬁ' midnight, when Sen-
ators Clapp, of Minnesota, and Works, of
California, hln»*lmd an offort 1o Hmit de-
bate on the measure. At that time, Sen-
ators lLa Follette, Clapp, Norris, Gronna,
and possibly Senator O'Gorman were ex-
perted to make speeches. Senator Clapp
ﬂ\rlnrm that he himbelf would need until
3 o'clock to Anidh hiy specch,

Petitfon Cirenlated,
Confronted with this sitoation Sens-
| tors, both Democtats and Republicans

y Who support the proposal to authorize
the President to protect American richis

at sea. circulated a petition designed 10
Place the majority of the Senate on rec-
ord. Tt set forth that a majority of Lhe

Eenate favored the armed neutraliiv bili
but that the ruics of he Senate enabled
| the opponents of the measure to prevent
a vole

The petitlon which was quickiy
by members on both sides of the
ate r{%W

“The ‘majority of United States MSen-
ntorg favored the pasxage of the Senat«
kil authorizing the Prestdent of the L'y
ed States to arm American merchant e
sele. a gimilar bill b ving already passed
the Hcuse of R grsentativeg by a voie

SiEmed
Fen-

M2 to 1. Under the rules of the Ren-
ate, tl?r-\rln" unlimited debate, it a;-
rwnrl to be impossible to obtain a vot.

| previous to noon, March 4, 1817, when this
| session of Congress expires We desire
| the statement entered on the record to
‘mtahlt’h the fart that the Senate fa-
Ivored the lecislation and would pass §t f
vole could be obtained. ™

| Within an hour after ths petition in-
1¢!nrtinz the armed neutrality bill was
| #tarted around the Senate, sevenly Senn-
tors. an overwhelming majority of
body, had signed the document Party
lines were absolutely dire garced as the
following Senators affixed their sgna-
tures to the petition:

Senators Ashurst. Bankhead, Beckham
Borah., FErady, Brandegee, RBroussard.
Bryan, Catron, Chamberlain, Chillon
i Clark, Colt, Curtis, Dillingham Fall,
Fernald., Fletcher, Harding, Hardwick,
Hitcheock, Hollis, Hugihs, Hustinzs
James, Johnson (S. Dak.), Johnson Me.)
Jones, Kern, Llea (Tenn), Lee (Md.),
lLewis, Lolge, McCumber, Mclean, Mar-
tin, Myers, Neison, Newlands, Oliver,
Overman, Owen, Page, Phelan, Pittman,
Pomerene, Polndexter, Ransdc!l, Nobin-
son, Sculsbury, Shafroth. Shepurd, Sher-
man, Shields. Simmons, Smith (Ga.).
Emith l\ll- by, Emith (2, C), Emoot.
| Bterling. Sutheriand, Swanson, Thomns,
[Toumn-m‘ U'nderwood, Wadsworth,
Walsh, Watson and Willlams

the

Stone Fights BilI,

! the overwhelming majority of

the Benate which favored the armed neu-
trality bill, stood the single venerabls
figure of Senator Stone, of Missouri, fight-
Ing to limit the authority to be granted to
the President. in order to prevent the
protection of shipas carrying munitions te
belligerents. For long hours. the Missour]
statesman held the Senate foor, as with
grave and solemn mien he warned the
{ Senate that the general authorization car-
ried in the pending bill would make war
with Germany Inevitable.

Utterly deserting the administration,
which for nearly four vears he has repre-
senled on the Senate floor, ag fts epnkes-
man in foreign affairs, Senator Bione de-
clared that the Congress proposed 1o dele-
gate 1o the President the power to foroe
the nation into war.

Into the midst of a debate which had
bristled with war talk, demands for im-
mediate and aggressive action, and decla-
rations that Germany had already start-
ed war on the United States, Senator
Stone threw the statement that he was
opposed to war “without further prove-
cation” and that he beleved the Fresl
dent ook Lhe same view. .

“Too Much Power.”

*I would rather trust the President
to keep us out of war” sald the erst-
while administration leader, “than the
Jingoes 2o prevalent in some parts of
the country and In Congress. ['nless
I am woefully mistaken, 1 believe that
the President wanis peace more than
war. But I cannot vots for this bill,

- —

Against

3
J
‘.




